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Chuck Steinbacher repack attack line.

Firemen practice hydrant hook-up procedures with Engine 69.

Driver Operator John Scott, Fire Captain

About 95% of the men are also mem-
bers of local volunteer fire departments
or ambulance crews. One fireman
laughingly commented that it could be
possible “to be dispatched to NADC
even on your day off.”

Camaraderie between the firemen is
very high. Most maintain close friend-
ships outside of the department.

When not training or on a job the
firemen or conducting collateral duty,
they can be found in the lounge watch-
ing fire prevention videos. As one fire-
man stated, “training never stops, it's
important to update your skills. We're
a fine-tuned machine and need to re-
main that way.”

To an outsider it seems that there is

a lot of time when the firemen are wait-
ing on bells (signifying there is a fire
or other emergency). During this time
there is a lot of gallows humor. One
fireman explained that “this humor
isn’t for the public or our family’s ears.
It helps relieve the stress and allows us
to keep our sanity.” One fireman
quickly pointed out that “stress is worse
than fire. We can'’t let it get to us, or it
(fire) could take us over.”

Stress also can affect their home life.
“Keep in mind that when were 24
hours at the firehouse, our families are
alone for 24 hours, that doesn’t help a
marriage. Also, our families don’t re-
alize, nor can they comprehend, what
we go through,” stated one fireman.

It takes a certain kind of person to
be a fireman; one who lives and works
on the edge—attrition is very high. An-
other fireman said, “How many people
will get up to respond in the middle of
the night only to find out it’s a false
alarm?”

When the alarm sounds, the firemen
are on their way in a minute or less.
“We never know what we’re dealing
with until we actually arrive on the
scene. When we go out we never know
how long we’ll be gone—we could be
gone for 24 minutes or 24 hours,” said
one of them.

On the way to the fire they try to
psych themselves up. They try to imag-
ine what the fire looks like and how
they are going to do their respective
jobs. “We don’t think of the dangers in-
volved until we're safely back at the
station. Then we say to ourselves ‘hey,
I could have bit the big one back
there,’” stated one of the crew.

They were concerned that their fel-
low Center employees know that the
fire department exists and that they be
aware of and adhere to the emergency
bells when they ring in the various
buildings. “We don’t control the bells.
We’re only enforcing them; we’re doing
our job and, hopefully, in the process,
saving lives.” The NADC fire fighters
are gung-ho men who feel this aware-
ness and cooperation isn’t too much to
ask.

Perhaps Fire Chief Don Meadows
summed it up best—"This is a good
group of guys, who take a lot of pride
in themselves and their equipment. It
goes without saying that I'm very proud
of them.”

This group of men includes As-
sistant Fire Chiefs Charles Mayers
of “A” and William Adams and
Vince Crusco of “B”; Fire Captains
Carlos Sanchez and Mike Gindele of
““A” and Charles Snyder and Al
Keiss and James Myers of “B”’;
EMTs Kevin Haggerty, John Dwor-
sky and Michael Quinn of *A” and
Willis Pelletier, Glenn Watson and
Tommy Hunter of “B”; Driver Op-
erators Calvin Harvey, Paul Cronin,
Steve Fisher, John Scott and Kinzel
Edwards of “A” and Arnold Gibson,
Eugene Byers, Russell Miller, Jo-
seph Perkins and Michael Hartman
of “B”’; and Firefighters Mike Evan-
ick, Mark Showmaker, Chuck Stein-
bach, Jim Marlin and Rich Valesky
of *A” and Richard Kulp, Steve
Mobley, Michael Goldberg, Richard
Gerhard and Curt Braeunle of “B.”













